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BE A RECORD BREAKING READER WITH  

THE EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL 
 

Readers of all ages are set to become Guinness World Record holders this month by joining in the 

attempt to break the record for the Longest Reading Chain in the world. 
 

The Edinburgh International Book Festival is working in partnership with Edinburgh Libraries and 

Sighthill Library who will play host to the world record attempt on 19th August 2011. Organisers are 

hoping to attract 350 readers on the day, smashing the current record of 290 people which was set in 

Vienna, Austria on 26th September 2010. 
 

Award-winning Scottish childrens author, Theresa Breslin’s novel Prisoner in Alcatraz has been chosen 

as the record breaking book, with each participant in the chain reading one sentence aloud. Over 100 

book lovers have already signed up to take part, including local authors The Mulgray Twins, Joyce 

Holmes, Charlie James and illustrator Julia Lacome. 

 

Each record-breaking participant will receive a copy of the book which has kindly been donated by 

Barrington Stoke, who publish books accessible to struggling and less confident readers.  
 

Ms. Breslin said, “I've been a fan of the Guinness Book of Records forever and am absolutely thrilled 

that my book Prisoner in Alcatraz will feature in a record-breaking attempt! It's great to see Edinburgh 

Libraries encouraging reading and literacy in such a fun way. I am so looking forward to meeting 

everyone involved and can't wait to hear all those different voices reading out my story! ” 
 

Janet Smyth, Children & Education Programme Director of the Edinburgh International Book Festival 

said, “It’s very exciting that the RBS Children’s Programme is involved in this great initiative on the back  
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of our Guinness World Record event as part of this year’s Edinburgh International Book Festival. It’s a 

great way to highlight all that libraries do for their local communities with such a fun event that will give 

all who participate a real sense of achievement.” 

 

Participants can sign up online at http://yourlibrary.edinburgh.gov.uk/blogs/2011/07/help-us-set-new-

world-record  or by emailing sighthill.library@edinburgh.gov.uk or by calling Diane/Lindsey on 0131 529 

5566. 

 

The Guinness Book of Records event at the Book Festival will take place on Sunday 21st August and 

will feature record breakers including the world’s tallest man. 

 

The Edinburgh International Book Festival will take place from the 13 – 29 August 2011. The full 

programme can be viewed online at www.edbookfest.co.uk and tickets can be bought through the 

website or by calling 0845 373 5888. 

 

 

- ENDS - 
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